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Children at Home 


Before She Called 


Founded on fact 


By Ildred Mosele 


66 OTHER, we’ve finished every- 
thing you gave us to do; may 
we go chestnut hunting?” 

“Yes, Bettie; you, Eva, Rob, and Rich- 
ard may go up on Chestnut Ridge for 
the last of the nuts up there. But don’t 
stay too long; if it gets colder come 
back. It’s mild now, but it may be 
much colder before night.” 

Little Tommy who had been playing 
wirn homemade blocks on the floor rose 
quickly to his feet. Running to his 
mother he asked, “Mother, may I go 
too?” 

“No, Tommy, little seven-year-old 
legs aren’t quite equal to keeping up 
with the older ones on this trip. You 
take your ball outside and bounce it 
against the chimney; Sister Ann will 
be about the house.” 

“Are you going away somewhere, 
Mother?” 

“No—yes—at least not far; get your 
ball and go on out and play.” 

Mother took her bonnet and shawl 
off a hook behind the door. She said 
nothing further, but after putting them 
on went out the back door taking the 
path to the far pasture. 

Tommy had been hunting for his 
ball. As he put it in his pocket, Ann 
came in. 

“Sister Ann, what makes Mother look 
like she does?” he asked. 

“How does she look?” his sister in- 
quired. 

“Like she might cry.” 

“Maybe she feels bad about the meal 
and meat being nearly all gone, and 
she doesn’t know where any more is to 
come from,” Ann said. 

“We never ran out of food when Fa- 
ther was here; I wish he was with us 
now,” whimpered Tommy. 

Sister Ann looked as if she, too, might 
cry; but she only said: “You can re- 
member how Father loved Jesus; he 
must be very happy to be with Him. 
So we shouldn’t wish him back.” 

‘But I can’t help wanting Father 
with us, Sister Ann. I want to sit in 
his lap and hear about Grandpa com- 
ing to this valley when Father was lit- 
tle and the strange times they had.” 
He looked out toward the surrounding 
ranges of the Blue Ridge and continued, 
“Sister Ann, it’s getting hazy on Grand- 
father Mountain; do you guess it’s go- 
ing to snow?” Ann looked out; a 
cloudy haze was slowly settling over 
Grandfather. 

“I shouldn’t be surprised; Grandfa- 
ther Mountain is a pretty good weather 
prophet,” she said. 

“Why is that mountain named Grand- 
father, Sister Ann? And what is a 


weather prophet?” Tommy asked. 

“I’m not sure,” said Ann,” but I think 
the Indians thought it looked like a 
giant with a mantle thrown over him 
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from his chest down as he lay on his 
back. A prophet is someone who is 
supposed to tell what is going to hap- 
pen; and since before it snows or rains, 
haze and clouds usually come down 
and settle over the mountain, maybe 


. blotting it entirely from view, people 


would naturally expect falling weather. 
So they looked upon Grandfather 
Mountain as a weather prophet.” 

Apparently satisfied, Tommy went 
out. But looking toward the far pas- 
ture he saw his mother leave the path 
and disappear into a thicket. Some- 
how Tommy lost all desire for play. 
Forgetting he should obey his mother, 
he was seized with the desire to follow 
her. Putting his ball into his pocket, he 
ran to overtake her and was soon to 
the thicket’s edge. 

Seconds later he stopped still. Very 
still. Mother was talking. But she was 
not talking to any human person. He 
knew those tones. Mother was talk- 
ing to God. 

Suddenly Tommy knew he should 
not have come. His knees felt wobbly 
and he sank down in the tall, dry grass. 

Mother cried as she told God she had 
scraped the bottoms of both meal and 
flour barrels and cooked the last piece 
of meat and that all the six children 
needed shoes before the cold winter 
would be upon them. Of course He 
knew about it, but the Bible had. said 
for her to make her wants known, and 
she was’ doing so. She said she was 
trying to obey and glorify Him in all 
she did but that as far as food and 
clothes were concerned she had done 
to the limit of her power. Whatever 
else was done He would have to take 
over—she could do no more. 

She stopped for a long time and 
cried until Tommy felt he couldn’t 
stand it. 

And then—what had happened? Had 
Mother heard something he hadn’t? 
She was speaking again, but her voice 
sounded as if she now knew something 
she had not known before. Had God 
spoken to her? Tommy had not heard 
any voice except his mother’s, but she 
was thanking God for what she knew 
He was going to do exactly as though 
she had heard Him speak. There was 
no doubt in her voice. She knew. 

Tommy lay very still as Mother arose 
and went back to the house. Later as 
he made a circuit and went in, Ann 
was asking, “Mother, what are we go- 
ing to put on for dinner?” 

“I am not planning dinner at our 
usual time today. The other children 
will soon be in maybe with a lot of 
nuts which we will want to roast and 
eat with a little of that molasses candy 
left from the other day. So we won’t 
be hungry for a while. You go turn 
the heel of the sock you are knitting; 
there are some things I want to do be- 
fore it turns severely cold. From the 
looks of Grandfather, I’m looking for 
snow.” 

She went into the pantry and began 
moving things around as if cleaning up. 

Tommy listened and wondered. Was 
Mother preparing for real supplies? of 
course God answers prayer, but was 
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Mother expecting an answer right away 
—now—today? 

He was pondering the matter when 
a knock was heard at the door and his 
mother came out of the pantry and in- 
vited a neighbor in. He declined sitting 
down, saying, 

“Mrs. Wilson, it’s getting too late for 
me to visit with you this time. I just 
came to say that I made right much 


“more corn this year than usual; have 


just come from the mill where I took 
a good lot. I knew you didn’t make 
much this time so I brought you a bit 
of mine to help tide you along.” He 
stepped back through the door and 
called to his two sons who with some 
friends were out in a wagon at the 
gate, “Come on boys; bring the sacks 
in.” 

They came in. The “bit” was four 
bushels! Mrs. Wilson’s tears evidenced 
her gratitude. As for Tommy, his lit- 
tle heart was full. Nevertheless he 
thought, “Will the other things come, 
too?” 

(Continued on page 1030) 
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When God Seems To Forsake Us 


Even believers sometimes suffer anguish over the thought 
that God has forsaken them. He never does completely 
abandon one of His own children; but it seems clear, from 
Scripture and the experience of the godly down through the 
ages, that He allows them for a time to feel that they are 
forsaken. This is one of the greatest trials of our faith, 
but it may be used to teach us to trust Him in the dark. 
Then indeed we need to walk by faith, supported by the 
promises of God. The Devil will try to rob us of even 
these, but there are answers to his subtle questions, as for 
instance these heartening words: “For whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope” (Rom. 15:4). Isaiah gives light on the Lord’s 
dealings with us: “For a small moment have I forsaken thee; 
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath 
I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 
Redeemer” (54:7, 8). A great softener of the sharpness and 
moderator of the heat of trial is the meek attitude of Micah, 
who said, “I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because 
I have sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and 
execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the 
light, and I shall behold his righteousness” (7:9). When, 
in time of trial, the Devil keeps hounding us with the lie 
that God has really forsaken us, then is the time to use 


the Sword of the Spirit, recalling such a word as James’s, 
“Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (4:7). Christ 
said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world” (Matt. 28:20)$ and the writer of Hebrews adds his 
confirmation: ‘‘For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me” 
(Heb. 13:5, 6). Said Samuel Rutherford: “Nay, His bairns 
must often have the frosty cold side of the hill, and set 
down both their bare feet among thorns. His love hath eyes, 
and, in the meantime, is looking on. Our pride must have 
winter weather to rot it” (Letter 107). “Believe under a 
cloud, and wait for Him when there is no moonlight nor 
starlight. Let faith live and breathe, and lay hold on the 
sure salvation of God, when clouds and darkness are about 
you, and the appearance of rotting in the prison before you” 
(Letter 291). The late Fred Mitchell, home director for 
England of the China Inland Mission, a man whose life was 
a constant, fragrant testimony to the power of God, wrote: 
““The appearance of being forsaken, the feeling of being cast 
off, will only be for a season. It is sent for the purpose of 
correction and of drawing us away from our sins or selfish 
interests; when that is done and there is heart repentance 
the sun will shine again, the Lord will lift upon us the light 
of His Countenance” (“At Break of Day,” p. 231, Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott, 1959). 
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Lesson 2.—“This Beginning of Miracles.” 
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there was a magnificent sunrise 
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In the New Tes- 
“And God 


above every name.” 
tament were these words: 


is able to make all grace abound to- 
ward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound 
to every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). 

The election has not changed the 
truth of any of these “wonderful words 
of life,” or watered down any of the 
seven superlatives in the last verse 
quoted. Our help is still in the One that 
is mighty, the only Saviour, who is 
coming again, and whose name is above 
every name. Till the end of our life 
here we may still, by faith, draw from 
Him all needed grace for whatever He 
has called us to do. Though for 
all convinced Protestants the heavy 
shadow of the Vatican will soon settle 
on the White House and spread out 
over the country, it cannot hide the 
light of His countenance from those 
whose hearts are right with Him and 
who will be “looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith.” 

What thoughts, at such a time as this, 





will help us to “lift up the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees; and 
make straight paths for [our] feet, lest 
that which is lame be turned out of the 
way” (Heb. 12:12, 13)? There are 
many. 

Under the worst possible conditions, 
when he was about to be stoned to 
death, Stephen, “being full of the Holy 
Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God” 
(Acts 7:55). Like his Lord, he was 
able to have the presence of mind to 
say, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” 
and then to pray, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.” We have not 
only the Old Testament and the Gospel 
story, as he had, to encourage us but 
the complete record of God’s plan of 
redemption for us and the world, and 
the example of thousands of the faith- 
ful since Stephen’s time. 


If our free and easy way of life 
should gradually be changed and our 
liberty restricted, and our freedom to 
preach and distribute the unadulter- 
ated Scriptures should be curtailed, we 
can take courage from our suffering 
brethren in many other places in the 
world today. Believers in Colombia 
have been harried like animals, beaten, 
mutilated, and murdered for their sim- 
ple faith in Christ. Leslie Lyall, in his 
recent book, “Come Wind, Come 
Weather” (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$2), tells of many brave Christians who 
are still resisting the diabolical Com- 
munist pressure in China. Here, for 
instance, is a girl, who, when they 
came to arrest her, held out her hands 
for the handcuffs, saying, “I am not 
worthy.” Two other young women 
were sent to the northwest, the Chinese 
“Siberia,” where “in the bitter cold of 
winter and with inadequate clothing 
they had to live in a flimsy hut and 
were employed in gathering firewood 
on the bleak hills.” And surely there 
are many believers in Russia and the 
Satellite countries who are enduring 
pain, cold, and starvation because they 
will not give up their faith. 

We may never have to face such 
severe trials as believers in these other 
countries, but their perseverance under 
such fiery testings ought to strengthen 
us to endure our lighter hardships. 
Peter wrote: “Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you: but rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy” (1 Pet. 4:12, 13). He 
said that “the same afflictions are ac- 
complished in your brethren that are 
in the world” (5:9). James said: “Take, 
my brethren, the prophets, who have 
spoken in the name of the Lord, for 
an example of suffering affliction, and 
of patience” (5:10). And we are to “con- 
sider him that endured such contradic- 
tion of sinners against himself, lest ye 
be wearied and faint in your minds” 
(Heb. 12:3). 


It is still true that “the Lord reigneth 
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. .. the Lord on high is mightier than 
the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea”—which often 
in Scripture represent the people. Sen- 
ator Kennedy could not have been 
elected as President without God’s per- 
mission; and it may be that through 
this catastrophic change in the presi- 
dency God wants to chasten and re- 
buke His people, and impel them to 
humble themselves and seek His bless- 
ing on this nation in a new way. He 
is sovereign. “The most High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will .. .” (Dan. 4: 
17). The fact of the sovereignty of 
God is plainly set forth in Daniel 2, 
Danie! 4, Romans 9, and other pas- 
sages. His judgments and His ways 
are “past finding out,” (Rom. 11:33); 
but we must accept them without mur- 
muring and know that the Judge of all 
the earth will do right. 

This is a time when we need to re- 
member especially and obey the Apos- 
tle Paul’s inspired injunction: 

“TI exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in au- 
thority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and hon- 
esty” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). 








- ez Notes on- 
a Open letters 





John the Baptist and Christ 


Here is a question for your “Notes 
on Open Letters” department. Many 
other Christians surely must have 
wondered about this. What plausible 
explanation can be seen for Luke 
7:19 when in several other passages 
in the Gospels, particularly Matt. 3: 
13-17, it is plainly stated that John 
knew who Jesus Christ was. 

I don’t want to forget to say that 
your fine SunpAay ScHOooL TIMEs is one 
of the best all Gospel papers—A Min- 
nesota reader. 


There can be no doubt from Matthew 
3 and Luke 3 and John 1:29-34 that 
John the Baptist knew that Jesus Christ 
was the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
the Apostle John tells us that John the 
Baptist testified to this fact. 

Three explanations have been given 
as to why John sent some of his dis- 
ciples to Christ with the question asked 
in Luke 7:19, “Art thou he that should 
come? or look we for another?” One 
explanation, held by no less stalwarts 
than Origen, Chrysostom, and Calvin, 
suggests that John himself had no doubts 
at all, but sent his disciples to Christ to 
reassure these disciples that Jesus of 
Nazareth was really the Messiah. 

A second explanation is that John, 
who was accustomed to preaching re- 
pentance with vigorous denunciations 
and warnings, was impatient with the 
slowness of the Lord Jesus in declaring 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Whosoever shall give . . . unto 
one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he 
shall in no wise lose his reward” 
(Matt. 10:42). 

















His Messiahship and setting up His 
Kingdom, and that he thus sought to 
stir up the Lord Jesus to immediate 
action. 

A third explanation, which is prob- 
ably the most simple and understand- 
able, is that John suffered despondency 
in the weariness and misery of the 
prison in which he was unjustly con- 
fined. John the Baptist with all his 
fine and fearless zeal in serving God 
was none the less human, and many of 
God’s choice servants have passed 
through similar times of darkness and 
despair. Moses and David and Elijah 
and Job are examples of this, and God’s 
Word does not present His saints as 
ideally faultless. John could well have 
been troubled by the fact that he, who 
was the forerunner and proclaimer of 
the Messiah, should have to languish 
in prison undelivered. The closing words 
of Christ’s reply to John, “Blessed is 
he, whosoever shall not be offended in 
me,” would seem to support this expla- 
nation. 

However, it is interesting and com- 
forting to see how the Lord Jesus did 
not let His disciples and the people to 
whom He was preaching entertain any 
low opinion of John the Baptist because 
of his inquiry. He spoke in no un- 
certain terms of John’s sterling qual- 
ities and of his place in the Kingdom 
of God (Luke 7:24-28). 


bd 


European Christian Fellowship 


Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 

for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
11th and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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2. A Cluster of Christian Certainties 


A paradox concerning the believer’s body 


N THE last line of her well-known 
I hymn, “Beneath the Cross of Jesus,” 
Elizabeth Clephane wrote: 
My sinful self, my only shame, 
My glory all the cross. 

The first line is true of every Christian. 
Not so, alas, the second. This is a 
shocking revelation to most of us. We 
came to the Saviour and received His 
glorious salvation. Somehow we felt 
that now we were through with sin for- 
ever. But, before long, we found our- 
selves defeated by sin. We cried to the 
Lord for help. Satan began his taunt- 
ing, “That’s a Christian for you. Noth- 
ing to it.” We struggled “manfully 
upward,” stumbled, and fell again. We 
doubted our salvation and found our- 
selves in Doubting Castle under the 
fury of Giant Despair. We came out 
of the Castle and walked in the sun- 
shine again. The cycle was repeated 
over and over. There is no need of such 
experiences in the light of the Word. 

Romans 7:18 says: “For I know that 
in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth 
no good thing.” In keeping with the 
general thought of this series of articles, 
the word “know” used here means ab- 
solute knowledge resting upon. an au- 
thoritative source of information. Paul 
wrote as a Christian and as an apostle. 
What he said of himself is true of every 
Christian. Every one of us can rightly 
say: “I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” The 
“flesh,” in the Scriptural glossary, 
means that sinful nature in which we 
were born into the world. David knew 
this, for he wrote: “Behold, I was 


shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my . 


mother conceive me” (Psa. 51:5). Gala- 
tians 5:19-21 describes accurately “the 
works of the flesh”—“adultery, forni- 
cation, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idol- 
atry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, her- 
esies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like.” Our Lord 
gives a similar category in Mark 7:21-23. 

“But,” someone will ask, “have we 
not been born again? Shouldn’t that 
make a difference?” A legitimate ques- 
tion, the answer to which is that in 
Salvation God does not change our “old 
nature,” but gives us a new nature— 
His own nature. We are, by the new 
birth, “partakers of the divine nature” 
(2 Pet. 1:4). Paul in Galatians 5:17 
acknowledges the co-existence of these 
two natures or two principles indwell- 
ing the believer, “For the flesh lusteth 
[desireth] against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh . . . so that ye 
cannot do the things that ye would.” 
There is only one personality, but two 
natures or principles. In other words, 
God does not repair, or gild, or im- 
prove in any way the old nature or the 
flesh. The Christian should know this 


Eight things that the believer may 
“know” from God’s Word are dealt 
with in this series of five articles by 
Mr. Haggai. Next week he will dis- 
cuss “The Certainty of Romans 8:28.” 








fact and deal with it in God’s way. 

Instead of trying to improve the flesh, 
the old nature, we should recognize its 
utter corruption and claim deliverance 
from and victory over it. But how? 
When Christ died on the cross, He died 
in your place and mine. “I have been 
crucified with Christ,” exclaimed Paul 
in Galatians 2:20; “nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for 
me.” Judicially, the believer died on 
the cross when Christ died. Again 
judicially, the flesh is dead, and the be- 
liever now is to reckon himself to be 
“dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 6:11). 


on the truth of God’s Word] with the 
affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24). 

To summarize it all, every believer 
has his old nature and the nature of 
God. He is to reckon the former cru- 
cified, and himself dead to it,.and the 
latter controlling and ruling. An In- 
dian brother put it tersely thus: 

“I have inside of me two dogs, one 
white and one black; and they’re al- 
ways barking at each other.” 

“But which one wins out?” asked the 
missionary. 

“The one I say, ‘Sick him’ to,” he an- 
swered. 








A Christmas Meditation 


By Dorothy J. Langford 


“A body hast thou prepared me” (Heb. 10:5). 
“The veil, that is to say, his flesh” 
(Heb. 10:20). 
OD the Son assumed the body 
God the Father had prepared; 
Thus He came and dwelt among us 
And our daily life He shared. 


But His flesh was like the curtain 
Hiding God from public view, 

Which within the sacred Temple 
God Himself cut right in two 

At the moment when the Saviour, 
Hanging high upon the Cross, 

Cried “’Tis finished” and His Spirit 
Left the body slain for us. 


Now the living Way is open 
Through the Son, our great High 
Priest, 
And with humble, holy boldness 
We draw near and keep the Feast. 


December 24, 1960 (Lesson for January 8) 


“They that are Christ’s . 
have crucified the flesh [by reckoning > 


By the Rev. W. A. HAGGAI 


IV. THe CERTAINTY OF THE 
INDWELLING Hoty SPIRIT 


“Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16.) “What? 
know ye not that your body is the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost which is in you?”. 
(1 Cor. 6:19.) These verses confirm the 
fact of the presence of the divine na- 
ture in the believer. The word “know” 
in both verses is the same as the one 
with which we have been dealing. The 
use of a certain particle in Greek by 
the apostle requires an affirmative an- 
To translate the force of it into 


swer. 
English, it would read: “You certainly 
know that...” In other words, Paul 


was showing amazement at their ig- 
norance of a well-known fact in the 
Christian experience. Every Christian 
should have known that truth. To both 
Jews and Gentiles—and the church in 
Corinth was made of both—the Temple 
was the sanctum sanctorum, the holy 
of holies, the most sacred place on earth. 
The Temple was the dwelling place of 
God. The questions above imply that 
the Christians of Corinth must have 
had that truth drilled into their very 
being, and they should have known it. 

Furthermore, the New Testament has 
two words translated “temple”: hieron 
and naos. The former meant the whole 
building, including the outer court; the 
latter meant the sanctuary, and this is 
the word used here by Paul: “What? 
know ye not that your body is the 
sanctuary of the Holy Ghost?” 

The Scriptures record four dwelling 
places of God on earth. The first was 
the Tabernacle built at Sinai, carried 
through the wilderness, and established 
at Shiloh. The second was the Temple 
built by Solomon at the instruction of 
David. The third was the adorable per- 
son of our Redeemer. “In him all the 
fulness of the Godhead dwelleth bod- 


ily” (Col. 2:9). Also: “The Word be- 
came flesh, and tabernacled among 
us...” (John 1:14, literal translation). 


The fourth is the Church of the living 
God collectively and the believer in- 


dividually. 
Oh, what wonder! How amazing! 
Your body, fellow believer, and my 


body are the sanctuary of the Holy 
Spirit. This is Christianity: “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 
To recognize the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our bodies is the joy of living: 
God dwelling in me! Believe Him. 
Appropriate Him. Let this truth satu- 
rate your being. 

Since the Holy Spirit dwells in us, it 
goes without saying that we must live 
in moment-by-moment yieldedness to 
Him. We must recognize His suprem- 
acy in our lives and follow His leading. 
Since He is living in us, we must heed 
the command in Ephesians 4:30: “And 


(Continued on page 1022) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D, 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Catholic teachers of doctrine and 

the Scriptures. Most people would 
agree, I believe, that the annual volumes 
publishing the proceedings of the con- 
ventions of our large denominations are 
dry reading, and contain very little re- 
lating to the great truths of the Chris- 
tian faith. In fact, one hardly ever 
hears a discussion or debate on theo- 
logical questions in the great denom- 
inational conventions today. Men seem 
to be afraid to come to grips with 
these more profound subjects, prefer- 
ring to engage in long debates on in- 
tegration, marriage and divorce, and 
the like, rather than to discuss the 
deity, resurrection, and second advent 
of Christ. 

But this is not so when Roman Cath- 
olic scholars and priests come together 
in annual meetings. Few Protestants 
see, but every teacher of the Scriptures 
in our higher institutions of learning 
ought to see, the Proceedings of the 
annual meetings of the Catholic College 
Teachers of Sacred Doctrine. I have 
just been reading the volume of 122 
pages of their Sixth Annual Meeting, 
held in Chicago, April 18, 19, 1960. 
Very few theological groups in the 
western world would even think of 
packing in as much solid discussion as 
these Catholic teachers brought to their 
group in those two days. I must say 
I was taken quite by surprise at what 
I found here—surprised at the strong 
tone of rebellion against some things 
in the Roman Church and, I regret to 
Say, an alarmingly Liberal attitude to- 
ward the Scriptures. 

There are here, printed in full, the 
discussions that gathered around the 
problem of prohibited books and the 
American Catholic intellectual. Of 
course, as all know, the Catholic Church 
has had for centuries what is called, 
the Index Librorum Prohibitorum. The 
article reminds us that the Church “has 
always specified certain books to be 
avoided, such as apocryphal gospels, 
spurious acts of martyrs, and the hereti- 
cal treatises of heretics. This means 
that she has had and must ever have a 
concern for purity of doctrine. It does 
not mean that preventing Catholics 
from reading such books is the neces- 
sary corollary of such concern in every 
age or, indeed, in any age. What was 
wise in one era as legislation can be 
unwise in another.” During the discus- 
sion, it was frankly acknowledged that 
it will do very little good today for the 
Catholic Church to make any pro- 
nouncement that its students, especially 
those in our great universities, must 
not read this book or sthat. First of 
all, as the article says, “The Catholic 
who receives college training in today’s 
world, whether under the Church’s 
auspices or not, needs all the exact in- 


. DUAL revolt has been made by 
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formation on modern confusion and 
error that he can acquire. He needs to 
get it straight, not garbled, otherwise 
the confusion is twice confounded. As 
it is we have people reading Freudian 
doctrine (to take a single example) in 
every scrap of printed material that 
comes to them, which is then inter- 
preted to them by people who have 
not read Freud. College students, miss- 
ing the fine logic of this process, walk 
into the nearest drug store, buy Freud, 
thereby qualifying themselves in some 
sense to become the teachers of their 
teachers—which is absurd.” 

One of those speaking in the discus- 
sion said, “In this age, at least, at- 
tempts to control reading constitutes a 
danger to the life of the Church.” 
Moreover, they admit, “The Catholic 
world is filled with persons who, never 
having read certain books, subcon- 
sciously fear that with which they were 
not allowed to become familiar. They 
know of the prohibition. They resent 
it—for the most part unconsciously.” 

I did not know before that in Novem- 
ber of 1959 this Society had passed a 
motion recommending that the Holy 
See be petitioned to re-edit their en- 
tire list of prohibited books. 

The most astonishing statement of 
all in this discussion is the one made- 
by Fr. Nicholas Predovich, S.J., of John 
Carroll University, Cleveland, who, says 
the summarizing paragraph, “pointed 
out that the Holy Ghost seems today 
to be working in the laity more than 
before! We should think it quite pos- 
sible, then, that the desire of the lay- 
man to be rid of the burden of pro- 
hibition of books comes from the Holy 
Ghost!” I would not be a bit surprised 
if Father Predovich receives a letter of 
rebuke from the hierarchy for this 
amazing statement. 

All who are fairly well acquainted 
with Roman Catholic Biblical scholar- 
ship are aware that there has been a 
great deal of Modernism evident in the 
writings of some of its outstanding Bib- 
lical scholars, so much so, indeed, that 
some of them have been excommuni- 
cated from the church. On the whole, 
however, the Roman Catholic Church 
exercises such an authority over its 
Biblical scholars and priests that one 
would think it would be impossible to 
move away from a truly conservative 
position regarding Biblical revelation. 
What was said and heard in this an- 
nual meeting, however, is more alarm- 
ing than one could hear in some Prot- 
estant groups today. In the presidential 
address, attention is called to the fact 
that a professor of Sacred Scripture at 
the Archdiocesan Catholic Seminary as- 
serted “that many Catholic scholars are 
questioning whether the Magi story is 
not a midrash rather than a literal, his- 
torical account.” As to St. Matthew’s 


quotation of Isaiah 7:14, one scholar 
said, “There is no evidence that Mat- 
thew is using that text in reference to 
the virgin birth at all. He is using it 
in reference to the birth, and the birth 
is the messianic event.” Another says, 
“If I understand the inspired writer 
did not say certain events in Jesus’ life 
fulfilled such and such a prophecy, that 
is what I think he meant and I will 
continue saying it until somebody 
shows me that I better not say it.” 
Elsewhere it is said that “modern Cath- 
olic scholarship in general accepts the 
common critical view, that the Pen- 
tateuch was completed in its present 
form in the postexilic period, in the 
fifth century B.C., a compilation from 
various streams of tradition, on the 
one hand the parallel sources desig- 
nated J, E, and P by the critics, which 
have been combined to make up the 
books of Genesis, Exodus, and Num- 
bers (Leviticus is entirely P).” 

Most scholars will not agree with the 
statement that is here made that the 
Hebrew word Masiah “is never used in 
the Old Testament of the figure called 
the Messiah.” One wonders what this 
scholar would do with the occurrences 
of the word in Psalm 2:2 and Daniel 
9: 25, 26. 

It is, however, in the statements re- 
garding the Book of Genesis that one 
comes upon the most astonishing Mod- 
ernism. As to the early stories in 
Genesis, we do not have here, they 
affirm, actually an account of what hap- 
pened, but of what Israel, with a knowl- 
edge of Jehovah, thought had happened. 
This does not only refer to the first 
three chapters but even to such im- 
portant historical compositions as are 
found in Genesis 4 and 10, where we 
are told the author “is writing poetry 
rather than history.” The speaker even 
insists that some of this material “was 
transmitted through the creative imag- 
ination of the storyteller.” Finally, the 
author, who is Professor Bruce Vawter, 
of St. Thomas Seminary, in Denver, 
says that “the student should be made 
to understand once for all, that Gen- 
esis has nothing to do with modern 
science and modern history.” 

Such Liberal views are dividing the 
Roman Catholic Church today as they 
have divided Protestantism, and Dr. 
Vawter admits himself that his own 
small commentary on Genesis has been 
banned from at least one Catholic Sem- 
inary. He even tells us that a priest 
in a mid-western diocese was “required 
by his pastor to quit teaching what he 
had learnt about Genesis in the sem- 
inary, on the protest of the mother of 
one of his pupils.” From this Dr. 
Vawter draws the conclusion that “the 
greater participation of the laity in 
the functions of the Church is not in- 
variably a good thing.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES . 
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I am not here attempting to reply 
to these Liberal views, except for one 
single remark, and that is, that our 
most scholarly archeologists, the best 
authorities on the Old Testament in 
the Protestant world today, are not set- 
ting forth these Liberal views, but, 
rather otherwise, and. one cannot help 
but wonder then, if these Roman Cath- 
olic scholars are really not behind the 
times, taking positions of the Modern- 
ism of fifty years ago, rather than the 
far more conservative positions of con- 
temporary Biblical scholarship. 


The American Bible Society, in its 
144th Annual Report, that has just ap- 
peared, announces that during 1959 they 
circulated more copies of the Bible and 
Testaments than ever before in their 
history. The figures are as follows: 
Bibles—1,114,647; Testaments—1,846,267; 
portions—14,690,003; total—17,650,917. 

There is, of course, a tremendous 
shake-up all over the Near East and 
the Far East and this is, of course, af- 
fecting missionary a¢tivity of every 
kind. Foreign merchants in Egypt, of 
course, engaged in a considerable exo- 
dus after the recent political crisis, and 
the foreign Scripture distribution has 
dropped from 25% in 1956 to 8% in 1959. 
In spite of this, there was an increase 
in circulation of 11,000 Scriptures. 

The statement concerning the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures of the Bible in 
Israel is worth quoting in its entirety. 
“The Bible is read more than any 
other book in Israel. Thirty per cent 
of the curriculum of the schools con- 
sists of Bible reading. More than 80 
countries are represented in Israel’s 
population, and although most are able 
to read in Hebrew, there is a great 
demand for Scriptures in other lan- 
guages. Previously all Scriptures were 
imported from abroad, but in 1959 the 
Hebrew Bible was printed in Israel for 
the first time. At a reception given 
by the president, Itzhak Ben-Zvi, for 
church dignitaries, he was presented 
with the first two volumes bound in 
leather, one consisting of both the Old 
and New Testaments and the other only 
of the Old Testament. On the same 
day a similar presentation was made to 
Prime Minister Ben-Gurion. Since the 
Hebrew Bibles are now available, cir- 
culation should increase more rapidly 
and add substantially to the nine-year 
total of 136,600 copies.” 

One item in this annual report took 
me by complete surprise, and that is, 
that in India a project is now in proc- 
ess of execution whereby the Gospels 
are being published serially in eleven 
languages in leading vernacular news- 
papers with an estimated number of 
readers at 600,000. 

While speaking of the excellent work 
of the American Bible Society, we 
should conclude with the figures that 
have just been announced for 1958 for 
the circulation of the Scriptures by all 
Bible Societies throughout the world: 
Bibles—3,449,694; Testaments—3,265,373; 
portions—19,616,796; total—26,331,863. 


Liquor Advertising—A study of the 
top 25 national outdoor advertisers 


shows that 12 liquor and beer firms 
are now spending annually over 20 mil- 
lion dollars on advertising out-of-doors, 
money which exceeds the amount spent 
for advertising in the same outdoor 
medium for automobiles or cigarettes. 

Speaking of advertising, however, I 
was glad to note in the National Voice, 
published in Los Angeles, that 2,000 
weekly newspapers and 233 national 
magazines refuse all liquor advertising. 


Alcoholism and Destitution in Cali- 
fornia.—Representative George Kasem, 
in a recent address before the California 
conference on alcoholism presented 
some amazing statistics. He said that 
out of 15 million residents in California, 
3 million are problem drinkers and 
600,000 in addition are alcoholics. In 
the year 1959 the state of California 
paid out to needy children the enor- 
mous sum of 220 million dollars and it is 
estimated that three quarters of these 
needy children are dependent upon the 
state as a result of drinking parents. 
In the one city of Los Angeles alone, 
in fact in only one court in Los Angeles 
at the Lincoln Heights jail, 100,000 drunk 
cases are processed every twelve months. 


Communist Youth Planning.—In the 
last issue of the official publication of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
The Bible in the World, there is to be 
found a moving address by Dr. Otto 
Dibelius, the Bishop of Berlin and 
Brandenburg, who addressed the Bible 
Society on what he called “The Quiet 
Martyrdom.” Inasmuch as most of my 
readers I think will not see a copy of 
the message I would like to quote from 
it in some detail. 

“Part of this New Life planning is 
our young people’s systematic aliena- 
tion from home and family life. The 
family is recognized as what it is in 
the teaching of the Bible. But with 
the leading Communists, the family is 
not only recognized, it is also denounced 
as the basic unit where a child’s eternal 
dependence on an all-embracing Father 
in Heaven is still a living reality. In 
order to sever the transcendent bonds, 
varying working hours including Sun- 
day labor are forced on the adult, both 
father and mother, while the adoles- 
cents are worn down by heavy sched- 
ules at school and in the pioneer move- 
ment. The whole atmosphere of the 
uniform society is determined by a 
constant fear of falling short of norms 
and statistical quotas. No thought is 
to be given to the natural grace and 
beauty inherent in a sacramental life. 
At an early age, at school and in pre- 
military training, man is taught to be 
man’s enemy, because it is only through 
mutual control and competition that the 
herd can be kept in line. Almost every 
day the danger of a capitalist aggres- 
sion is projected on the minds of mis- 
guided people. Often the enemy is 
said to be in their own midst, and the 
system that began with individual spy- 
ing and reporting becomes a systematic 
hounding of the people. There have 
been several cases where parents felt 
they could no longer fully rely on the 
confidence of their own offspring. 
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“So this appears to be the kind of 
life which the young generation is sup- 
posed to embrace at the age of four- 
teen when they are expected to take 
the solemn oath of ‘Jugendweihe;’ the 
Communist ritual of Youth Dedication. 
In all outward form and shape, this 
ritual is an anticipation of the Chris- 
tian Confirmation. It is preceded by 
a course of so-called ‘cultural instruc- 
tion’ lasting four to six months. As an 
official outline for these courses of cul- 
tural instruction, new ‘Ten Command- 
ments’ were recently drawn up by the 
head of our Communist State party. The 
New Ten Commandments were pub- 
lished with the stated purpose of re- 
placing the Ten Commandments con- 
tained in the Old Testament. We are 
convinced that the living voice of God, 
speaking through the words of the 
Bible, will be triumphant to the utter- 
most parts of the world. Just because 
we know that the Bible truth is the 
one victorious truth, we are concerned 
about the hearts and minds of those who 
are given no freedom now to choose for 
themselves to which of the two sets of 
the Ten Commandments they shall give 
allegiance. To God we are responsible 
for those who were once baptized into 
the fellowship of Christ and are now 
denied the right of decision bétween two 
concepts of life diametrically opposed 
to each other. 

“Considering the enormous amount 
of pressure that has gone into this 
restless drive against the Christian faith, 
it is nothing short of a miracle to see 
how many people in the East are stay- 
ing away from the enemies of the Cross. 
It is a miracle indeed and no human 
accomplishment of ours. 

“In spite of all the hardships im- 
posed on the families that do not send 
their children to the Communist dedi- 
cation, the Christian confirmation is a 
very notable event, more notable than 
it was some twenty years ago. 

“The church in East Germany is a 
Protestant church, and as a Protestant 
church of the Reformation it is a church 
existing alone on the Bible as the living 
Word of the living God. Fortified by 
His presence alone a new generation of 
people living with the Bible is a Protes- 
tant generation in the true historic 
sense of that word; if it is a community 
suffering from untold hardships, it is 
yet a Church engaged in the good fight. 
There is no longer a no man’s land of 
nominal Christians; the line of division 
is far too sharp to make allowance for 
any private religiousness. What we re- 
joice in is a fellowship of deeply re- 
sponsible fellow-laborers with a work- 
ing-relationship based on trust in the 
lifesaving gifts which are latent in the 
Book of the Old Covenant and even 
more unfolded in the pages of the New 
Testament. With this wholesome re- 
commitment to Bible truths and Bible 
values, we would apply to the present 
situation in East Germany the saying 
of one of the early martyrs: ‘We are 
called upon to stand upright amid the 
ruins of a dying world. We are not to 
lie down on the ground with those who 
have no hope.’” 


(7) 1021 


Christian Certainties 
(Continued from page 1019) 


grieve not the holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption.” 

In both verses at the beginning of this 
section, a warning is given against de- 
filing our body by sin of any kind. 
To defile the sanctuary of God in the 
Old Testament meant punishment by 
death. Read, for example, Leviticus 15: 
31; 20:3; Numbers 19:13, 20; Ezekiel 
5:11. It would be helpful here to dif- 
‘ferentiate between the flesh and the 
body. “In me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing.” But my body 
is the sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. 
It is His will that we should show 
forth the praises of Him who has called 


$ OS 


us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light (1 Pet. 2:9). Thus we are in- 
tended to be God’s showcases or win- 
dows in which He displays His beauty 
and glory. Merchants spend much 
money and labor keeping their show- 
cases and windows. The specks on 
them would detract from the beauty of 
the wares within. God help us to be 
clean that we may not detract from 
His beauty and glory. The secret of 
victory is our being “filled with the 
Holy Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). 

God would have us know, and know 
that we know, that we have eternal 
life; that we are secure in His safe de- 
posit vault; that in our flesh dwells no 
good thing; that our bodies are the 
sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. 


(To be continued) 


Placing the Gospel aboard ships 


OS is a call of the sea. It means 

distress, trouble, send help. Any- 
one hearing this call and doing nothing 
is guilty of criminal neglect. This sig- 
nal comes from the sea. 

The letters SOS can also be made to 
stand for the phrase, “Scriptures on 
Ships;” and the purpose is just that; 
to put God’s Word on ships in the 
native language of the seamen. The 
Seamens Mission is the name of this 
group: that seeks to reach seamen in 
distress with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. If the seamen are unaware of 
their own distress, they are warned 
of their danger. 

Each week end students from Co- 
lumbia Bible College, located in Colum- 
bia, S. C., travel down to Charleston 
to visit the ships in from sea. By 
reaching these ships, they can help ful- 
fill our Lord’s great commission, which 
He gave saying, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature” (Mark 16:15). It has been a 
thrill to put God’s Word aboard ships 
from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Ger- 
many, France, Spain, England, Canada, 
the Netherlands, Yugoslavia, Greece, 
Italy, the United Arab Republic, Japan, 
Formosa, Cuba, Argentina, the Philip- 
pines, and, of course, from the United 
States. And more than this, sometimes 
these ships have crew members from 
other countries. Besides the personal 
enjoyment that this work provides, the 
students are enabled to do missionary 
work while yet in college and gain 
experience in dealing ‘with those of 
other lands. 

This work began at Columbia Bible 
College last year when a student re- 
turned from a summer vacation of do- 
ing the same thing in Canadian ports. 
The school, sensing the possibilities of 
this opportunity, began to send stu- 
dents down to Charleston. Since then, 
the work has been going full steam 
ahead, with the school looking to the 
Lord for financial support, and firmly 
believing that He will supply the needs, 
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By WILLIAM HARRIS 


and also honor His Word. For does 
not Hebrews 4:12 say, “For the word 
of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart’? 

Our literature consists of Bibles, il- 
lustrated New Testaments, illustrated 
Gospels, Billy Graham’s “Peace With 
God,” and Gospels of John. The Gos- 
pels and the illustrated Gospels are in 
the various native languages, and are 
gratefully received. Even American of- 
ficers, usually indifferent, are pleased 
when they see “Good News,” an at- 
tractive pictorial New Testament put out 
by the American Bible Society. They 
are also glad to receive the illustrated 
Gospels, which are portions of the pic- 
torial New Testament in magazine 
form. 

One night the students left a ship 
feeling that they had accomplished lit- 
tle, as everyone had been watching 
television, and they could only leave 
their material on a table. But, on the 
way to the car they remembered that 
they had forgotten to leave a Greek 
Gospel of John for a crewman. They 
returned to find someone reading the 
material which had been left only min- 
utes before. Though a little thing, it 
was an encouragement. 

The Seamen’s Mission group are also 
able to use Gospel records. These are 
especially helpful on foreign ships 
where there is a language barrier. The 
records are put out by Gospel Record- 
ings and contain seven minutes of the 
Gospel story. On an Italian ship where 
the students were invited to eat with 
the crew, they took the opportunity to 
play their Italian records. After play- 
ing the records for over an hour while 
they listened, one seaman was so in- 
terested in a particular part that in- 
stead of playing one side and then the 
other, he played the same side again 
before turning the record over. When 


they leave a ship, the students see that 
some records are left behind. 


There was one Norwegian mate who 
asked for records for the ship’s public 
address system, as the ship was low in 
her supply. The Seamen’s Mission 
gladly gave him six. Probably many 
of these records which have been given 
out have gone back with seamen to 
their countries, there to be missionaries 
for Jesus Christ. Only in Glory will 
the full results of this ministry be 
known. 

In order to keep track of what has 
been done on each ship, a card index 
file is kept. Then, when boarding a 
ship for a second time, what was ac- 
complished during the previous visit 
can be known. The records include: 
names and addresses of persons con- 
tacted, literature given out, languages 
spoken aboard, and the kind of recep- 
tion received. 

When going aboard a ship, the aim 
is to reach as many people as possible 
with the Gospel. Sometimes the stu- 
dents are invited to talk or eat with 
the officers, and sometimes are sent 
down to the crew’s mess.hall. If every- 
one is working, they leave their Gospel 
literature where it will be seen and 
read, and trust the Lord to use it for 
His glory. But many times there has 
been opportunity to deal personally 
with individual seamen. Some have 
accepted the Lord during the visits, 
and there likely have been many others 
saved, of whom we know nothing. 

The work is hard and often tiring, 
but it is well worth it. Sometimes 
there are no visible results, but the 
Scriptures tell us there will be changes 
in lives because of God’s Word. It is 
a privilege to serve the Lord around 
the world from Charleston. 


CoLumsi, S. C. 


we 


“Out of the Mouths of Babes” 
By Ensign Donald R. Ferguson 


WO days before Thanksgiving, my 

father-in-law, a man of modest in- 
come, received word that a financial 
suit that had been pending for many 
months had been resolved in favor of 
his opponent. Despite the shadow of 
disappointment and unhappiness that 
had descended over their home, we 
reluctantly accepted a previously of- 
fered invitation to spend the holiday 
with them. 

As the hours of Thanksgiving eve 
were slowly ebbing away, hardly a 
word had been spoken. My brother-in- 
law finally broke the ice with a definite 
and provocative opinion of those who 
had decided the outcome of the settle- 
ment, and in particular of the man 
who had won the case. After about 
two hours of a verbal free-for-all, the 
entire family was again brooding over 
the misfortune that life had brought. 
At this period of intense silence, 
our little twenty-month-old Stephanie 


(Continued on page 1028) 
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THE KinG JAMES VERSION 
John 2:1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana 
of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: 
2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 


marriage. 


3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith 


unto him, They have no wine. 


4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with 


thee? mine hour is not yet come. 


5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith 


unto you, do it. 


6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after 
the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or 


three firkins apiece. 


7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. 


And they filled them up to the brim. 


International Uniform Lesson 





“THIS BEGINNING OF MIRACLES” 


John 2; printed text, verses 1-11 


Golden Text.—This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.—John 2:11 


8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto 
the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 


9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was 
made wine, and knew not whence it was: 


(but the servants 


which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast 


called the bridegroom, 


10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth 


set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then 


that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until 


now. 


11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 


him. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE fact that our Lord not only at- 
"Tiencea a wedding feast but also 

fully provided for the guests when 
a serious emergency arose, assures us 
that He was a man of both poise and 
joy. The gloom gave way to gladness 
only because He was there. 

John records the story of the per- 
forming of eight miracles by Christ. 
Seven of these were performed before 
the Cross, and one after His resur- 
rection. If we think of the first seven, 
we see Him first at a wedding, and 
last at a funeral (chaps. 2, 11). He 
was the great resource at both. On 
each occasion He turned anxiety and 
Sorrow into triumph. We need Him 
today on all occasions, and under all 
circumstances. He is all-sufficient for 
every occasion, and He wants us to 
include Him in all of our activities. 
It is significant that while the first 
miracle of Moses was to turn water 
into blood, the first miracle of Christ 
was to turn water into wine. 

The Bible begins and ends with a 
marriage, with God Himself officiating 
at each (see Gen. 2:21-24; Rev. 19:7-9). 
This is His own institution, and it is 
designed to illustrate the love and 
eternal union existing between Christ 
and His bride-church (see Eph. 5:25- 
32). 


Verse by Verse 

John 2:1.—“‘And the third day there 
was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and 
the mother of Jesus was there.” This 
was the third day after the activities 
reported in chapter 1:43-51.. Cana was 


a small village some half dozen miles 
from Nazareth, so it would not involve 
a long journey for the Lord’s mother. 


The fact that only Mary is mentioned 
here might support the idea that Joseph, 
her husband, was now dead. 


Verse 2.—‘And both Jesus was called, 
and his disciples, to the marriage.” The 
family involved in these wedding prep- 
arations was evidently well  ac- 
quainted with the Lord Jesus, so He 
and His recently called disciples were 
included among the invited guests. 
When we get married it is of the great- 
est importance that we make sure that 
the Lord and His friends are with us 
on that happy day! 


Verse 3—“And when they wanted 
wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They have no wine.” Sometimes 
these eastern wedding feasts lasted for 
several days. At any rate, the supply 
of wine became deficient. The fact that 
the Lord’s mother turned to Him with 
the problem provides evidence that she 
recognized His wisdom and unusual 
resourcefulness, inasmuch as she turned 
to Him and to none of the others. 
True faith always turns to Christ in 
an emergency. 

Verse 4—‘“Jesus saith unto her, 
Woman, what have I to do with thee? 
mine hour is not yet come.” We are not 
to think of the appellation, “Woman,” 
as disrespectful. The dying Saviour 
used the same term when addressing 
His mother from the cross (John 19: 
26). Though the Lord is not harsh in 
His reply, yet, confessedly, His words 
are somewhat by way of rebuke (cf. 
Judges 11:12; 1 Kings 17:18). Appar- 
ently Mary expected Him to declare 
Himself, and the Lord refused. The 
hour for publicly manifesting His mes- 
siahship had not yet arrived. 


Verse 5.—“His mother saith unto the 
servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, 
do it.” Mary’s instructions to the serv- 
ants here make it very clear that she 
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has not been either offended or re- 
pelled. She confirms her confidence in 
her divine son, and expects Him to act. 
Whatever commands He may give 
should be instantly obeyed. This is 
good advice to us all. 

Verse 6—“And there were... six 
waterpots . . . after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews, containing two 
or three firkins apiece.” The capacity 
of these water vessels was about twenty 
or thirty gallons apiece, and their pres- 
ence there would indicate that this was 
a devout Jewish family. However, the 
pots were empty. So was their whole 
religious system. Their joy had run 
out. How they needed Christ! 


Verse 7.—“Jesus saith unto them, Fill 
the waterpots with water. And they 
filled them up to the brim.” This 
strange command did not awaken any 
protest. Evidently there must have 
been a spirit of expectation among the 
waiters, for they filled each vessel to 
the very brim with water. It was 
theirs to obey; it was His to work the 
miracle. 

Verse 8—“And he saith unto them, 
Draw out now, and bear unto the gov- 
ernor of the feast. And they bare it.” 
This governor was probably the stew- 
ard or head waiter. The servants drew 
some of the wine from the pots and 
carried it in to him. 


Verse 9.—“When the ruler ... had 
tasted the water that was made wine, 
and knew not whence it was... the 
governor of the feast called the bride- 
groom.” The ruler and the governor 
are one and the same person here. It 
was his duty to taste the foods and 
wines ahead of time, and to be gen- 
erally responsible for the feast. Not 
knowing the source of this new wine, 
he was greatly surprised at its excel- 
lence. 
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Verse 10—“And. saith unto him, 
Every man at the beginning doth set 
forth good wine; and when men have 
well drunk, then that which is worse: 
but thou hast kept the good wine until 
now.” The head waiter here is making 
a statement that applied to weddings 
in general. He is not at all suggesting 
debauchery at this specific wedding. 
It was the general custom for the good 
wine to be used at the beginning of the 
feast, and after that the inferior. But 
here the custom had been reversed; the 
excellent wine had been kept until the 
last. It seems to be God’s favorite way 
to keep the best blessing until the end. 


Verse 11—“This beginning of mir- 
acles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory; and 
his disciples believed on him.” This 
declaration brands as false all of those 
silly stories that attribute child-miracles 
to Jesus. This was His very first one. 
And while it relieved embarrassment 
at the wedding, its main purpose was 
to glorify the Son of God. In fact, the 
word “miracle” here is really “sign’”— 
a word used consistently throughout 
this Gospel. These signs were really 
the credentials of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The disciples recognized this, and their 
faith in Him was established. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In the Scriptures wine is described 
as making glad the heart of man (see 
Psa. 104:15; Isa. 25:6), and is associated 
with earthly joy. But all of earth’s 
best joys fade and disappear. Sooner 
or later we all are forced to confess 
that “all was vanity and vexation of 
spirit” (Eccles. 2:11). 

This was true of the nation of Israel 
before the Messiah came. That nation 
was both hopeless and joyless. There 
were plenty of religious “water pots 
of stone,” but there was no wine. 

Then Jesus came! 

For the individual that trusted Him, 
He turned the water of the ordinary 
into the wine of the extraordinary. And 
at His return He will do the same for 
Israel. But there must be acknowledg- 
ment of His authority, and obedience 
to His Word. Full compliance with 
His command prepares the way for 
Him to work. ; 

The governor of the feast expressed 
astonishment that the good wine was 
kept to the end of the feast. But this 
only illustrates the Lord’s way of do- 
ing things. The glory follows the suf- 
ferings of Christ (see 1 Pet. 1:11); 
the crown follows the Cross; “weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning” (Psa. 30:5). When hu- 
-Man resources are all. exhausted then 
the Lord delights to work. For the 
Christian the best is yet to come! The 
good wine will be drunk at the end of 
the feast, and He will manifest His 
glory and we will rejoice in Himself 
alone. 


Topics for Development 

The Lord’s Attitude Toward His 
Mother. It is noteworthy that while 
the Lord Jesus was always respectful 
toward His mother, He was never obei- 


1024 (10) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


1. January 1.—The Gospel of the 
Gen of Ged. 3.00.00 John 1; 20:30, 31 


Next Week’s Lesson 


8. January 15.—Why Christ Came. .......John 3 








sant. He was always considerate, but 
never servile. And while He was firm, 
He was never rude. 

There is no example in the New Tes- 
tament where Jesus ever called Mary 
“Mother.” He always used the ordi- 
nary form of address, “woman.” But in 
those days this term did not sound so 
harsh as it might to us today. On the 
contrary, a tenderness underlay this 
term. This is seen in Christ’s use of it, 
for example, in His addressing the 
Syrophenician woman whose faith was 
so great (Matt. 15:28); or the daughter 
of Abraham who was about to be 
loosed from her infirmity (Luke 13:12). 

The Law of Moses had commanded 
honpr and respect for one’s parents. 
Hence, the dying Saviour complied fully 
by providing for His mother just be- 
fore He expired. It would seem that 
she was now a widow; hence, John, 
the beloved, was commanded to regard 
Mary as his own mother, and she was 
to look on him as her own son. The 
result of this word from the cross was 
that John took her with him into his 
own home (John 19: 25-27). 

But though the Lord was never 
rude, He was always firm, even with 
Mary, His mother. There is certainly 
no encouragement for Mariolatry in the 
first recorded words of Jesus to His 
parents, as recorded in Luke 2:49! Nor 
is there the slightest encouragement to 
place temporal relationships above spir- 
itual ones in the incident recorded in 
Matthew 12:46-50. From these scat- 
tered accounts throughout the Gospels 
we would gather that the Saviour was 
desirous of preventing the whole system 
of Mariolatry, which was afterward to 
arise in the professing church. 

But we must give Mary her respect- 
ful due. She was a virtuous believer, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT was the first miracle of 
Christ? 
2. In what town was the first miracle 
performed? 
3. Who were among the honored 
guests at the wedding? 
4. What was the Lord’s “hour” that 
had not yet come? 
5. What good advice did Mary give? 
6. What did the Lord command the 
servants to do? 
7. How fully did the servants obey? 
8. When was the good quality wine 
served? 
9. What was the primary aim of this 
miracle, or sign? 
10. What effect did it have upon the 
disciples? 
(Answers on page 1028) 


and one who was much favored of 
God. Her lovely attitude of ready sub- 
mission when informed that she was 
to be the vehicle through whom God 
was to bring His Son into the world 
reflects her piety (see Luke 1:38). How- 
ever, she was a sinner and needed a 
savior. This fact is clearly seen by her 
offering of the turtledoves or young 
pigeons required by the Law (Luke 2; 
22-24). And is it not significant that 
the last mention of her in the New Tes- 
tament concerns her presence at a 
prayer meeting, where she is not being 
prayed to, but praying with her fellow 
believers? (See Acts 1:14.) 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The marriage and the guests (John 


2:1, 2) : 
2. The miracle and the gladness (vv. 
3-10) 
3. The manifestation of Christ’s glory 
(v. 11) 


Practical Applications 

This story of the Lord’s first miracle 
illustrates how full obedience brings 
full blessing. The servants filled the 
waterpots brim full with water. The 
result was that these pots were soon 
brimful of wine. Thus, the measure of 
their obedience was the measure of 
their reward. Had they half filled them 
with water, they would have ended 
with the pots being half filled with 
wine. 

The Lord’s compensations are always 
in accord with our response to His 
known will. 

But let us look again at these water- 
pots. There were six of them, and 
they were empty. Supposing I let them 
represent my Sunday school class. The 
Lord says, Fill them with water. Now 
let that water represent the Word of 
God. We must aim to fill our pupils 
with this “living water” in order that 
the miracle-working Christ can change 
it into the wine ‘of His salvation. Souls 
are born anew by the Spirit and the 
Word (John 3:5). 

Only He can do this. But we also 
have our part to do. We must fill the 
waterpots with water. 


Golden Text 

John 2:11—*“This beginning of mira- 
cles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested forth his glory; and his dis- 
ciples believed on him.” When we read 
of the “beginning of miracles” we are 
prepared for more to follow. “Grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 
1:17). No wonder that this manifested 
His glory, and His disciples believed on 
Him. He still works miracles, that we 
may believe! 


WEstT Patm BEacu, FLA. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HyMNS 


“Pairest Lord Jesus” 
“Jesus Calls Us” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father whose delight is to 
show mercy, we thank Thee for Thy 
many kindnesses toward us. We are 
grateful for health, for home, for loved 
ones, and all that gladdens this earthly 
life. We rejoice more in our Christian 
salvation and pray that by Thy Word 
before us now we may obtain new in- 
sights into truth about Thyself, Thy 
Son, and the Christian life. Make us 
quick to hear and prompt to obey Thy 
Word; and may it be a joy, not just a 
duty, to obey Thee all our days. Wher- 
ever life is dark through lack of the 
Gospel, send there Thy servants with 
the message of salvation. To all bound 
by sin, give Thy Holy Spirit to draw 
them to Christ. To afflicted children of 
Thine give support, help, and comfort. 
Forgive our failures to do Thy will as 
we ought and ever lead us in the paths 
of righteousness, for Thy name’s sake, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson—At the wedding 
party of which we have been reading, 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, wisely said 
to the servants concerning Jesus, “What- 
soever he saith unto you, do it” (¢v. 5). 
What He told them to do seemed rather 


HIS 


Silly, but they obeyed and the result was 
a supply of better wine than they had 
been serving. The family escaped em- 
barrassment; the shadow threatening 
the festivities passed. 

All this speaks to us. It shows that 
life’s gladness and its joys are not. less- 
ened but heightened when we heed 
the Word of Christ. For this New Year 
and each further year God may give 
us we could have no better motto than 
“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” 
But to obey His Word we first need to 
know it. That means we must keep 
on studying our Bibles faithfully. *But 
it is not enough just to know Christ’s 
teaching. We must be “doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only.” Even 
when obeying Christ would seem to 
make us look foolish, “Whatsoever he 
Saith unto you, do it.” When it seems 





EHEST OBEYED 
OUNTY ENJOYED 











too difficult or even dangerous to obey 
Christ, “Whatsoever he saith unto you, 
do it.” 

When it was wine they needed, it 
seemed foolish to fill the waterpots 
with water and then take a sample ta 
the master of ceremonies. 


But the 


servants did as Christ said and in doing 
so they found the water had become 
wine, for it was the Ruler of all nature 
whom they had obeyed. Instead of 
being rebuked for playing the fool, the 
servants heard the ruler of the feast 
compliment the groom on reserving the 
best wine as a special treat. “Thou 
hast kept the good wine until now,” 
he said. Those who do as Christ com- 
mands always find life is good with 
the blessings that go with obeying Him. 
“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” 


For the favor He shows, 
And the joy He bestows, 
Are for them who will trust and obey. 
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Busy Men’‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And the third day there was a mar- 
riage .. .” (John 2:1).—Looking back, 
the second day would be the day 
Philip and Nathanael were found and 
the Lord Jesus was identified as “Rabbi 
. .. the Son of God, . . . the King of 
Israel” (1:43-51). 

Typically speaking, this event pre- 
figures the time when the Son of God 
shall be recognized by the remnant in 
Israel as their King. 

The third day would typify the mil- 
lennial reign of the Son of God, with 
all its blessings and joy. ‘Israel shall 
act on her own prophetic invitation: 
“Come, and let us return unto the Lord: 
for he hath torn, and he will heal us; 
he hath smitten, and he will bind us 
up. After two days will he revive us: 
in the third day he will raise us up, 
and we shall live in his sight” (Hos. 
G31, 2). 

The “third day” in Scripture is fre- 
quently mentioned as the resurrection 
day (Mark 9:31; 10:34; Luke 18:33; 24: 
7, 46). Hence, it is not drawing too 
much on our imagination to allow the 
marriage in Cana to picture the joy 
and rejoicing resulting from Israel’s 
predicted national resurrection (see Isa. 
62:1-5). 

Returning to the literal interpretation 
of our lesson, it is a blessed sight to see 
our Lord gracing a marriage feast with 
His presence. Marriage was, as the 
wedding ceremony says: “Instituted by 
God, regulated by His commandments, 
blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
is to be held in honor by all men.” 

It was my privilege the other night 
to officiate at a wedding in the Leos 
Angeles area. It was delightful to hear 
the soloist sweetly sing John Berridge’s 
song: . 

Lord Jesus, who did’st once appear, 
To grace a marriage feast, 
We now b h Thy presence here, 
To make this wedding blest. 
Every couple—but certainly every 


Christian couple—contemplating marri- 
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age should, without fail, invite the Lord 
Jesus to their wedding. 


“They have no wine” (John 2:3).— 
It was customary in that day to serve 
wine at wedding feasts. Whether 
through an oversight or lack of funds, 
the bridegroom had failed to provide 
sufficient of it. The mother of Jesus 
discovered the lack and made the fact 
known to the Lord. 

There was no disrespect in the way- 
He answered her. He simply wanted 
her to understand that the initiative 
was His, not hers; also that His hour 
was not yet come whether the hour of 
His suffering, or the hour of His glory, 
was meant. 

He lived “by every word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” 
(Matt. 4:4); hence, would do absolutely 
nothing without a word from God to 
do it. 


“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do 
it” (John 2:5).—These words reveal the 
fact that Mary detected no disrespect 
in the words she had just heard from 
the Lord. She had implicit faith and 
confidence in His readiness and ability 
to meet human need. No matter what 
He told them to do, she encouraged 
them to do it. What a splendid ex- 
hortation for us to heed! 

A Methodist preacher says he was 
in a home where he heard a nine year 
old girl talking to her ten dolls. She 
was “playing school” with them. She 
arranged them in two rows and she 
sat behind a low table and taught them. 
First, it was day school, then Sunday 
school. 

She taught them Scriptures. “Now, 
children,” she began, “what is Jesus?” 
Evidently she imagined the dolls were 
answering; for she went on: “Yes, Su- 
san, Jesus is good. What else? Quite 
right, Ann, Jesus is kind.. Yes, Tony, 
that’s right; Jesus is Master!” 

Then she said: “Of course, we know 
He is kind and good, and loving and 
strong, but He is also our Master. And 
that means we must obey Him. We 
must do as He tells us!” 

“To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 
Sam. 15:22). 


“Draw out now, and bear unto the 
governor .” (John 2:8).—He had 
ordered the six waterpots to be filled 
with water. The order was obeyed. 
Then the servants were told to draw 
out and give to the governor of the 
feast. 

Someone has said that only that 
which was drawn out was turned to 
wine. That is worth a thought, al- 
though the text does not say so. How- 
ever, it would require faith on the part 
of the servants to believe that the 
water which they drew out of the ves- 
sels would be turned to wine by the 
time it reached the governor and the 
guests. 

Some, or all of the water, was turned 
to wine; for the governor tasted “the 
water that was made wine” and found 
it better than wine ordinarily served 
first, at feasts. 

“This beginning of miracles did Jesus 

. and manifested forth his glory; 
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and his disciples believed on him” 
(John 2:11). It was a sign of the power 
which was His as God, the Creator. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


N THE blackboard you will find 

the names of our class officers for 
this new quarter. If the job listed for 
you was your second or third choice, 
we will try to give you your first choice 
next time. 

First thing this morning our new 
president will teach us John 1:1. As 
soon as we have learned the verse, 
the secretary will call the roll and 
each one can respond by quoting the 
verse we have just learned. 

Now our Bible study secretary will 
put into his book the names of those 
who did their homework. Let us ex- 
change papers and correct them as we 
read aloud the questions I gave you 
last week, and your answers. Well, we 
all agreed on the first nine answers! 
We will consider later the verses you 
chose from the last part of the chapter. 

Turning water into wine at this wed- 
ding was the first miracle Jesus did, so 
we will read John 2:1-11 together now, 
to be sure we have the facts in mind 
when we discuss it. We have just 
learned that the Word, meaning Jesus, 
was God. He had infinite power at 
His disposal, but never once in His 
life did He use it for Himself. Jesus 
did this miracle to keep a wedding 
reception happy for both hosts and 
guests, instead of an unpleasant mem- 
ory to them. We cannot perform mir- 
acles. How then can we be like our 
Saviour in this? (Be ready to help.) 
Good. Notice how unobtrusively Jesus 
did this miracle. He did nothing to 
call attention to Himself, or to the 
miracle. Even the governor of the 
feast knew nothing of it. How can we 
be like our Lord in this? (Do good 
deeds quietly.) 

A few years ago a boy in our Sunday 
school helped in that spirit. A neigh- 
boring farmer was taken to the hos- 
pital. This boy went to the farmer’s 
house and offered to do his chores till 
he got well. The farmer’s wife said, 
“We can’t afford to hire help.” The 
young fellow said, “I don’t want to be 
paid. I only want to help out.” He did 
not tell others that he was working for 


nothing. But the woman told me about | 


it, and then said, “You must have a 
wonderful Sunday school, if that young 
fellow is a sample.” I said, “I wish all 
our folks were like that, but I cannot 
say that they are. That boy is a born- 
again Christian, 
help others.” He did that to glorify 
the Lord, not himself. 

There are some important things for 
us to notice here about Mary, Jesus’ 
mother. She was at the wedding, too, 
but she did not perform any miracle. 
The angel Gabriel had said to her, 
“Blessed art thou among women.” She 
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and so he likes to , 


was a wonderful woman, but she was 
not God. She told Jesus of the need, 
but did not tell Him what to do. The 


only command Mary gave that is re-- 


corded in the Bible is here, “Whatso- 
ever he ({Jesus] saith unto you, do it.” 
Some people teach that the way to 
get the Lord to answer our prayers is 
to ask through Mary. But Matthew 12: 
46-50 shows that this is a mistake. 
When He was teaching the people on 
this occasion, someone told Jesus that 
His mother and brothers were waiting 
outside to speak to Him. Stretching 
His hands toward His disciples, He 
said, “Behold my mother and my breth- 
ren.” Then He added, “Whosoever shall 
do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother.” We must not as- 
cribe to Mary power or a position not 
taught in Scripture. 

One last thought from this miracle: 
After the master of ceremonies had 
tasted the wine made from water, he 
said to the bridegroom, “Thou hast kept 
the good wine until now!” I have 
heard many people testify that before 
they were saved they tried to be happy, 
but after they met the Lord, they 
found real joy in Him. 

Let us look now at the verses chosen 
by different ones: Shirley chose verse 
16. After she reads it, will someone 


tell what it means? (We _ shouldn’t 
make money in God’s house.) . Right. 
Now verse 22, Robert’s choice. (After 


Jesus rose from the dead, His disciples 
remembered His words and believed.) 
True. Kenneth chose the next verse, 
“Many believed in his name when they 
saw the miracles which he did.” Don’t 
you wish many more people believed 
in Christ? 

For homework this week, please write 
in your own words the story you will 
find in Numbers 21:5-9. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Goes to a Wedding 
(John 2:1-10) 

F THE children have recently had a 

party, refer to the good time they 
had. Did the Lord Jesus ever go to a 
party? You can’t imagine Him joining 
in fun? You think He was always 
serious and preaching? Yet His heart 
was pure, and He was full of life and 
joy. Oh, I am sure—though the Bible 
does not tell us—that when He was 
young, He played active games with 
the boys on the hillside of Nazareth. 
He would enjoy playing ball and hide- 
and-seek! When He was twelve, you 
remember, His parents were surprised 
to find Him in the Temple. He was a 
real boy as well as truly God. 

When the Lord Jesus was grown-up, 


just about the first place He went with 
His six or more new friends was to a 
party—a wedding reception we would 
call it now: Have you ever been to 


one? Did you have good things to 
eat? And grape juice to drink? Of 
course, this was a grown-up affair and 
would not have games like a children’s 
party. But people would have a good 
time, visiting together, talking and 
laughing, as they ate and drank. There 
would be no foolishness or loud brag- 
ging or afiy meanness from the Lord 
Jesus or any of those who loved God. 
But they would have a good time, 

Then an embarrassing thing hap- 
pened at this wedding. There was not 
a bit more grape juice to serve. The 
last jar had been emptied, and people 
were still wanting more! What a dis- 
grace to the family not to have enough 
for all the guests they had invited! 
Jesus’ mother must have been helping 
in the kitchen. 

She hurried in and told her son, 
“They don’t have any more grape juice.” 

He turned to her and said: “Why do 
you come to Me? It isn’t time for Me 
yet.” But He followed her to the kit- 
chen. 

“Do whatever He tells you,” she or- 
dered the servants. Six large water 
jars stood by the door for the wash- 
ing-up ceremonies of the Jews. 

“Fill those water jars with water,” 
He said to the servants. Back and 
forth to the well went the servants 
with smaller jars, filling the six big 
ones up to the top. “Now dip it out 
and take it in to the man in charge 
of the refreshments.” 

As the servants poured the water 
out, it looked like grape juice. It was 
grape juice! The man in charge of 
the refreshments tasted it—it was the 
best grape juice yet, he said, though 
he knew nothing about the water from 
the kitchen! He called the groom, 
whose family was doing the entertain- 
ing—not the bride’s, as in our country 
—and congratulated him on this idea 
of saving the best grape juice till last. 

Perhaps the groom scratched his head 
in wonder! Probably the guests did 
not know what had happened. But I 
imagine the story spread fast after- 
ward: “Jesus made that last lot of grape 
juice out of water!” 

“How could He? Nobody can do 
that!” they probably said. And the 
servants and others in the kitchen un- 
doubtedly told the story over and over 
to the unbelieving people who had never 
heard anything like that before. 

But the Lord Jesus’ friends under- 
stood. It proved He was the Christ, 
the Son of God! “This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory; and 
his disciples believed on him” (John 
2:11, Golden Text). Do you remem- 
ber how the Lord Jesus proved He was 
the promised one when John the Bap- 
tist sent his friends from prison to ask 
about Him? (Luke 7: 20-22.) 

We are just discovering some of His 
glory in our times! Read John 1:1-3. 
Who is the Word? What did He make? 
All the distant stars, whose light has 
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‘Jesus (John 2:1). 








been traveling a million years to get 
here? Galaxy beyond galaxy, millions 
of millions! And man has not gotten 
yet as far as our moon! You will find 
another sign of who He is by what He 
did in the Temple if you read all of 
chapter two. 
ORONO, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 

the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 

$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
re be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

An Act of Faith—And his disciples 
believed on him (John 2:11, Golden 
Text). It is recorded of Hudson Taylor, 
that one day of deep depression, in his 
daily reading, he came across God’s 
significant statement of the believer, 
“My cup runneth over.” “Yes, Lord, 
if thou dost say so, it must be true, 
but yet it really is very far from run- 
ning over, for there is not enough 
money for the missionaries.” And he 
read again, “My cup runneth over.” 
“Yes, Lord, thou sayest it, but there 
are dissensions among some of the mis- 
sionaries.” But again, “My cup run- 
neth over,” and still other very real 
burdens and difficulties came to mind. 
“But, Lord, thou art eternal, and thy 
Word is eternally true. So, in spite of 
appearances, it must be true, just now, 
for me.” “My cup runneth over!” “I 
do now believe it and count it true, 
and thank thee for it.” So by God’s 
grace that burdened, heroic missionary 
was enabled, in a time of great diffi- 
culty, to rest upon that gracious state- 
ment and promise of God, and to ap- 
propriate it as true for him just then. 
So he “obtained” (Heb. 11:33) that 
promise, and turned it into a present, 
happy fact, by a definite act of faith. 
And the effect was very much more 
than the mere subjective effect of 
cheering his own heart. For God very 
soon showed him that it was literally 
true at that moment, by dissolving all 
the difficulties in His own wonderful 
way, so well known to us in the mis- 
sion field. That, to me, is a perfect 
instance of turning a promise into a 
present fact by an act of faith, by a 
man who had learned to walk on both 
feet, by praying and believing, by ask- 
ing and then taking—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


A Godly Mother.—The mother of 
Dr. Joseph Parker 
Once said that when Robert Moffat was 
added to the Kingdom of God, a whole 
Continent was added with him. A 
Mother’s kiss did it. He was leaving 


home, and his mother was going with 
him part of the way. At last she could 
walk no farther, and she 


stopped. 








“Robert,” she said, “promise me some- 
thing.” “What?” asked the boy. “Prom- 
ise me something,” she said again, and 
he, being a Scot, replied, “You will have 


to tell me before I will promise.” “It 
is something you can easily do,” she 
said. “Promise your mother.” He 


looked into her face, and said, “Very 
well, Mother, I will do anything you 
wish.” She clasped her hands behind 
his head and pulled his face down to 
hers, and said, “Robert, you are going 
out into a wicked world. Begin every 
day with God. Close every day with 
God.” Then she kissed him, and Robert 
Moffat said it was that kiss that made 
him a missionary.—From the Methodist 
Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


The Wedding Guest.—And both Jesus 
was called, and his disciples, to the 
marriage (John 2:2). A godly old min- 
ister, after he had performed a marriage 
ceremony, always gave advice to the 
bride and groom. A few of the church 
officials thought he ought to discontinue 
doing this, one man said it was “old- 
fashioned,” “True,” said the minister, 
“but isn’t marriage old-fashioned?” The 
chairman of the board of managers, 
answered, “Sir, you performed our wed- 
ding ceremony, twenty years ago. I 
didn’t know the Lord then, and you 
asked me a very plain question, when 
I asked you to marry my wife and me. 
That question set me thinking on spir- 
itual matters, as nothing else had ever 
done. You said, ‘Now tell me, have 
you invited the Lord Jesus, to be a 
guest at your wedding?’ and I sin- 
cerely hope you will continue to give 
your grand advice to every young 
couple who asks you to marry them. 
Your Christian counsel was needed 
twenty years ago, it surely is needed 
more than ever, today.”"—Told by a 
friend. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Scar- 
borough, Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


One Consuming Passion.—Jesus saith 
unto her, Woman, what have I to do 
with thee? mine hour is not yet come 
(John 2:4). The late William C. Burns, 
who was so wonderfully owned of God, 
both in his own land and as a mission- 
ary among the Chinese, was on one 
occasion met by his mother, walking 
pensively in the Argyle Arcade, that 
connects Argyle and Buchanan Streets 
in Glasgow. He passed her without 
recognizing her, but she, turning around, 
said, “William, don’t you know your 
own mother?” “Oh, dear Mother, for- 
give me,” he said, “but as I elbowed 
my way through the crowded thorough- 
fare and among the noisy crowd, and 
thought of so many hurrying to ruin, 
I was compelled to seek this quiet re- 
treat to give vent to my tears and 
pray for the salvation of the people.” 
It was to such a man, with such a 
yearning pity, that God gave thousands 
of souls—From the Christian Workers 
Magazine. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


Blessing Follows Obedience.—Whatso- 
ever he saith unto you, do it (John 2: 
5). Whether it be pleasant or un- 
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pleasant, our aim should be to follow 
our text at all times, “Whatsoever he 
saith unto you, do it.” A student at an 
English university awoke one morning 
at five and found his roommate already 
dressed and poring over his Bible. 
“What are you at so early?” he asked. 
“Jesus Christ says, ‘If ye love me, keep 
my commandments,’” was the reply, 
“and I am searching the New Testament 
to see what He has ‘commanded us.” 
That Bible-searching student was C. T. 
Studd, newly converted and keen to go 
all out for Christ. We are not surprised 
to know that he became one of the 
most self-sacrificing and devoted mis- 
sionary leaders of our time. God’s 
blessing always follows obedience.— 
From Joseph Edwin Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Effective Instruments.—Jesus saith 
unto them, Fill the waterpots with wa- 
ter. And they filled them up to the 
brim. ... Draw out now, and bear unto 
the governor of the feast. And they 
bare it (John 2:7, 8). A surgeon’s wife, 
who was very much interested in her 
husband’s surgical work, was sitting 
in his office looking at his delicate 
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surgical instruments, when the thought 
of what it means to be a humble -in- 
strument in the hands of God came to 
her. If one of those glittering, deli- 
cately fashioned instruments should 
move, by its own volition and desire, 
a hair’s breadth from the place where 
the surgeon wished to guide it as he 
was operating, he would put it aside 
and never use it again, because it would 
not be an instrument in his hands. It 
is only when we lie utterly humble in 
the hands of God that He can use us as 
He will to accomplish His highest pur- 
poses.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 

The True Wine—Water that was 
made wine (John 2:9). The Lord Jesus 
still turns water into wine. The story 
has been told of an old Scottish saint, 
named Betty, whose “deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of [her]... 
liberality.” A young lady called to col- 
lect her subscription to some good work. 
Betty was “having tea” and hastily 
threw an apron over the table. The 
curious young collector peeped under 
it and said, “Why Betty, it isn’t tea, it 
is water in your cup!” “Ah,” said 
Betty, “But the Lord makes it taste 
like wine.” The price of the tea had 
gone to the Lord’s work, and Betty 
was well content—Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


4 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1024) 
1. He turned water into wine (John 
2:7, 8). 
2. In Cana of Galilee. 
3. Jesus and His disciples. 
4. The hour when He would mani- 
fest Himself as Messiah. 
5. “Whatsoever he saith unto you, 
do it” (2:5). 
6. “Fill the waterpots with water” 
(2:7). 
7. They filled the waterpots up to the 
brim. 
8. At the end of the feast. 
9. To manifest Christ’s glory. 
10. They believed on Jesus. 
West Pam BEACH, FLA. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 8 


Can We Count on You? 
(2 Tim. 4:1-8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E SAW last week something of the 
importance of making a good start 
in the Christian race. However, start- 
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ing well is not enough. Steady and 
sometimes gruelling persistence is also 
necessary if we would win the race and 
secure the prize. 

we 


Timothy, to whom Paul wrote the let- 
ter from which the Scripture portion 
chosen for this week’s topic was taken, 
was a young man. Evidently the apos- 
tle had seen in the young people of his 
day some of the same qualities that we 
see in some young people today. He 
took pains to warn Timothy that diffi- 
cult times would come and that he 
would be called upon to endure re- 
jection by some and affliction from 
others (vv. 3, 5). Therefore, Timothy 
must be prepared to endure hardness 
and learn how to meet difficulties “as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 
2:3). 

wg 


Just so we today need to be warned 
that the Christian life is not a bed of 
roses and that there are hardships and 
difficulties that must inevitably be met 
and conquered. We must prepare for 
them, and refuse to be discouraged or 
turned aside by them. As an old hymn 
writer has expressed it: 


Am I a soldier of the Cross, 
A foll’wer of the Lamb, 

And shall I fear to own His cause, 
Or blush to speak His name? 


Must I be carried to the skies, 
On flow’ry beds of ease, 

While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed thro’ bloody seas? 


Sure I must fight if I would reign; 
Increase my courage, Lord; 
T’'ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy Word. 
ye —tIsaac Watts 


It has sometimes been charged that 
young people are good starters but poor 
finishers. That may be too sweeping 
an indictment, but certainly all of us 
as Christians need to guard against los- 
ing interest and drive when the going 
becomes rough, and we shall do well 
to heed Paul’s warnings and to ask God 
to give us that Spirit-filled perseverance 
that will keep us eternally alert and 
persistent and consistent in our own 
conduct and in witnessing for Christ 
whenever the opportunity is given. 


bd 


Perhaps you may have noticed two 
other tendencies in your own experi- 
ence or among the young people you 
meet. There are some individuals who 
will readily promise almost anything 
in the way of Christian practice or 
service, such as a daily prayer time 
and daily reading of the Scriptures, or 
visitation, or work on the various com- 
mittees in your young people’s group, 
and yet actually will perform little or 
nothing of what they promise. Their 
intentions were probably good, and no 
doubt they sincerely purposed to do 
what they said, but when other respon- 
sibilities or personal desires interfered, 
the promises were lightheartedly for- 
gotten or scrapped. 

All of us will meet situations that 
seem to prevent the doing of things we 
had intended or promised to do. Our 
course, in such a case, after careful con- 


sideration, is to go back to the one to 
whom the promise was given and ex- 
plain the reason for our inability and 
ask to be excused. If this principle can 
be learned and practiced, others will 
find it a joy and satisfaction to work 
with you, whether it be in Christian 


service or business. If God is the one 
to whom the promise was given, we 
can lay the whole matter before Him 
and claim His guidance in handling the 
conflicting duties (Jas. 1:5), and count 
upon His enlightenment as to our 
proper course. 
ve 


Another tendency that we may see 
in young people of our acquaintance is 
one that many of us are guilty of. 
When a definite call to or opportunity 
for service is presented, instead of mak- 
ing it a matter of prayer and getting 
God’s guidance at once, we admit the 
challenge but refuse to promise or com- 
mit ourselves in advance. Often the 
concealed and real motive for such a 
refusal is that we want to wait until 
the time comes and thus make sure 
that nothing else has come along that 
we may prefer to do. This sort of pro- 
crastination is annoying and unsatisfac- 
tory to others, and it kills the enthusiasm 
and zeal of the procrastinator. 


s¥ 


Every offer of or opportunity for 
Christian service may not be for us, and 
therefore some must be refused. But 
we owe it to our Lord and to our fel- 
low Christians to find out what He 
wants, and then to determine to do it 
with every ounce of energy and ability 
He gives, regardless of what may come 
along in the meantime. 


bd 


“Can we count on you?” asks our 
topic. The answer is “No! I am utterly 
inadequate for the smallest service for 
Christ (Rom. 7:18). But He is suf- 
ficient, and I can do all things, within 
the framework of His will, through 
Christ which strengtheneth me (Phil. 
4:13).” 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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“Out of the Mouths of Babes” 
(Continued from page 1022) 


blurted out a stanza of the only song 
she knows: 

“With Jesus 
happy home!” 

It was as though a bolt of lightning 
had struck everyone in the room; and 
as we looked up and faced each other, 
the house suddenly became filled with 
laughter. Spontaneously, we realized 
how insignificant our problem was, and 
how very much we had for which to 
be thankful. 

Without doubt, it was the most won- 
derful and appreciative Thanksgiving 
of our lives; and it was because, truly, 
“Out of the mouths of babes” come 
eternal truths. 


OAKLAND, CALIF. 


in the family—happy, 
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Bishop Ryle’s Articles in 
Pamphlet Form 


HE series of eight articles on “How 
Should a Child Be Trained?” by 
Bishop J. C. Ryle, which was published 
in the Tomes (Jan. 4 to March 1, 1958) 
has been reprinted as a pamphlet. This 
may be obtained at the following prices: 
fifteen cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $6.25 
for 50; $12 per hundred. 
Orders should be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 
notes prepared by The Scripture Union. 


Mon., Jan. 9. Luke 5:12-16. 


The Lord had never said, “Come unto 
Me, ye lepers,” and He had never 
healed a leper before. But this man, 
so full of leprosy, had done a great 
deal of thinking: “If Jesus can heal the 
blind, the lame, and the sick, He can 
probably heal me.” So he decided to 
go to Jesus. Have we ever done some 
hard thinking about the Lord Jesus, 
perhaps reasoning something like this? 
“My friend gave himself to Christ some 
while ago, so did my nextdoor neigh- 
bor, and what a difference Christ has 
made in their lives! They have a new 
joy, a new peace, and a new confidence 
now. If Jesus could do so much for 
them, I believe He could do just as 
much for me. I will come to Him, as 
my friends have done.” “Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean.” 

A Prayer: Almighty God, unto whom 
all hearts be open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid, 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love Thee, and 
worthily magnify Thy Holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Question: Today’s passage shows two 
people praying. Who were they? 


Tues., Jan. 10. Luke 5:17-26. 


What extraordinary things people will 
do when they are really determined! 
Four men were so concerned about a 
friend that they broke up a roof to get 
him to Jesus! Are we equally deter- 
mined in bringing our friends to Christ? 
His statement, “Man, thy sins are for- 
given thee,” caused a second stir. It 
upset the scribes and Pharisees. “Only 
God can forgive sins,” they said. There 
was a third commotion when Jesus 
said: “You are right. But look at this 
man. Only God can restore movement 
to him. If I heal him and do one thing 
which only God can do, surely I can do 
a second thing which only God can do, 
and forgive him his sins.” Then He 
told him to get up, roll up his bed, and 
g0 home. That caused a fourth com- 
motion. 

A Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, who 
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wast moved with compassion for all 
who had gone astray, with indignation 
for all who suffered wrong, fill our 
hearts with Thy love, that with Thee 
we may seek out the lost, with Thee 
have mercy on the fallen, and with 
Thee stand fast for truth and right- 
eousness; both now and always. Amen. 


Question: Whose faith enabled our 
Lord to heal the paralyzed man? What 
does this teach us? 


Wed., Jan. 11. Luke 5:27-32. 

Levi would be despised as a servant 
of the Romans, who sold to him the 
right to collect taxes. He would get 
his money back from his neighbors, 
making himself exceedingly rich as he 
did so! Jesus saw great possibilities in 
Levi. He called him to be His disciple, 
and immediately Levi left the customs 
house and his money-making and fol- 
lowed Jesus. He became a different 
man straightway. He had a new pur- 
pose in life—to serve Christ, not to 
make money. He had a new joy and 
prepared a great feast to express it. 
He had a new use for his pen—writing 
a Gospel, not forging accounts. He had 
a new ambition—winning his friends 
for his new-found Master. 


A Prayer: Teach us, good Lord, to 
serve Thee as Thou deservest; to give 
and not to count the cost; to fight and 
not to heed the wounds; to toil and not 
to seek for rest; to labor and not to 
ask for any reward, save that of know- 
ing that we do Thy will, O Lord, our 
God. Amen. 


Question: For what sort of people 
did Jesus come? 


Thurs., Jan. 12. Luke 5:33-39. 

The scribes and Pharisees were so 
puzzled by the new ideas that Jesus 
had brought. To help them to under- 
stand, Jesus told them to think about 
three things: (1) A bridegroom with a 


new life to live; (2) A new coat torn | 


up to patch an old one; (3) New wine 
in old wineskins. Strange _ things, 
weren’t they? Jesus was the Bride- 
groom who had come into the world 
to bring new life to man’s religion. 
The new religion was in fact Himself, 
and He would fit into the old Jewish 
religion just about as well as new wine 
would fill old wineskins. The new wine 
would expand and break the old dried 
skins. “Besides,” He said, “no sensible 
man wants to tear up a new coat in 
order to patch an old one.” Our Lord 
Jesus came into the world to be the 
new and living way to God. He was 
to be in the world for a little while 
and then would be forcibly removed 
from it. Only then would His followers 
fast. While He was with them, they 
could not help rejoicing. 


A Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, who 
art tthe way, the truth, and the life, 
suffer us not, we pray Thee, to wander 
from Thee who art the way, nor to dis- 
trust Thee who art the truth, nor to 
rest in any other than Thee who art the 
life. Teach us what to do, what to be- 
lieve, and wherein to take our rest, for 
Thine own name’s sake. Amen. 
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Question: What was the day on which 
the Bridegroom was taken away from 
His followers? 


Fri., Jan. 13. Luke 6:1-11. 

The man with the withered hand was 
not only healed on the Sabbath Day, 
it was actually done in church! Three 
classes of people were present. First, 
there was the Man who went to church 
to worship. He was the Lord Jesus. 
Worship kept His- values right. He had 
a right value for God’s Day—a day for 
worship, a day for doing good, and a 
day on which necessary things had to 
be done. He also had a right value for 
aman. He really cared for that poor 
handicapped fellow. Regular worship 
keeps our values in line with God’s 
values. Remember that! Second, there 
were the people who went to church to 
criticize. Fault-finding quickly grows. 
It made the scribes and Pharisees so 
mad that they began to scheme to 
destroy Jesus. Third, there was the 
man who went to church with a need. 
And so may we. 

A Prayer: O Lord, in worship and in 
work alike let us know Thy presence 
near us; till work itself be worship, and 
our every thought be to Thy praise; 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Question: What wrong things did the 
Pharisees do on the Sabbath Day? 


Sat., Jan. 14. Luke 6:12-19. 

Today’s passage begins with a stag- 
gering idea—Jesus, the Son of God, 
needed to pray! He had important de- 
cisions to make, so He prayed, and the 
day following He acted. He chose 
twelve ordinary men to be His apos- 
tles—four fishermen—Peter, Andrew, 
James, John; Matthew, a tax collector; 
Simon, a political enthusiast; Thomas, 
a practical man to whom faith did not 
come easily; Philip from Bethsaida; and 
the traitor, Judas. Probably Bartholo- 


mew was Philip’s friend, Nathanael 
(John 1:45ff.). We know little about the 
other two. Seven were won for Christ 


by personal conversation; we know 
nothing about the winning of the other 
five. What a lot we can learn from all 
this! Can you find three lessons here? 

A Prayer: Almighty God, who didst 
give such grace unto Thy holy apostles 
that they readily obeyed the calling of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ, and followed 
Him without delay, grant unto us all, 
that we, being called by Thy holy 
Word, may forthwith give up curselves 
obediently to fulfill Thy holy com- 
mandments: through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Question: Can you think of some of 
the people whom Andrew introduced 
to Jesus? (John 1:41ff.; 6:8ff.; 12:21ff.) 


Sun., Jan. 15. Luke 7:1-10. 


On two occasions Jesus “marvelled” 
—once, at the unbelief of His friends 
(Mark 6:6); again at the faith of this 
Gentile soldier. No doubt the cen- 
turion was brought up in a pagan home 
to worship the gods of Rome. As a 
soldier, his life was hard and his temp- 
tations many; he would be prejudiced 
against the Jews; he was not the sort of 


.God, who dost govern all things in” 








person in whom we should expect faith — 
—but it was there, and very strong, 
He believed Christ could and would 
heal his servant—and at a_ distance, 
merely by uttering a word. His faith 
made him humble. His faith in Christ 
made him love other people, too—his~ 
slave (v. 2); the Jewish nation (v. 5)j” 
his neighbors (v. 6). His faith, too,” 
was greatly rewarded. Not only did” 
our Lord commend it, but He answered 
his request immediately and healed 
his servant straightway. If you trust 
Christ, He will do wonderful things” 
both in you and for you.. He is the 
same today as He was two thousand 
years ago. ‘ 
A Prayer: Almighty and everlasting 


















heaven and earth, mercifully hear the 
supplications of Thy people, and grant” 
us Thy peace all the days of our life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,” 

Question: How did the centurion — 
show his love—to his slave and to the” 
Jews? i 
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Before She Called 
(Continued from page 1016) 





About two hours later a knock 
again heard. This time another neigh 
bor came in. 

“Mrs. Wilson, I’ve had powerful suc 
cess with nearly everything this year, 
My hogs were beauties and we ha 
ever so much more meat than we 
use. I told my wife this would be a 
good time to make a little return for all 
your husband did for us that terrible” 
winter when things were so tough it 
looked as if there’d never be any come- 
back. My boys are bringing in a little 
chance of meat for you.” 

The “little chance” was not less than 
three hundred pounds! But again 
Tommy asked under his breath, “What 
about the clothes?”—their shoes were 
about worn out and winter was just 
around the corner; how could shoes— 
of the right sizes—be provided? But 
Tommy was to learn that nothing is 
too hard for God. 

Later in the afternoon the man who 
made shoes for the people of the valley 
rode up. Invited in he exchanged a 
few remarks about health, the weather, 
and news of the valley people. Then 
he said, “I don’t have as many orders 
as usual for shoes so have a little more 
tanned leather than I actually need 
right now. I thought I’d stop by and 
take the measure for you folks. And 
if you will accept it, just consider it is 
my contribution to God for those who 
are dear to Him who have lost the one 
who always worked hard to provide 
for his family.” ; 

So the shoes were as good as on the 
way! ‘ 

When Tommy was an old man he 
was heard to say that all the rest of his 
life he had been fed by the bread 
and meat, and shod by the shoes, pro- 
vided that day. 


Maysvi_e, N. C. 
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